
Ginseng 
".Iuable foresl Crop 

i~gini1 ginseng is as much a 
r.ut (If our American Heritage as 
hunlln~ and fishing . The porting 
of ~ins ng began in 1715 and 
''''''IN in h 5 when over 350,000 
r unds were exporled to China. 
Gln'eng has been dug in West 
Ytrgin .. for over 100 years and is 
In imponant natural resource. In 
1 S~. over 30.000 pounds of 
gl . '8" said to exporten; for 
II< or! $4 I ~ mil lion. 

In West Virginia, the collecting 
or diggIng of ginseng, commonly 
~ftrred to as · sang,· begins 

ugust 15 and ends November 30. 
D are required to plant the 
m~s from the plant they baryest at 
... . thus perpetuating 

IOOIS when the 
lie peeD may bave Ibe 
effect of destroying local 

why the harvesting of ginseng is so 
closely monitored. The true value 
of West Virginia's ginseng was nO! 
realized until the early 1980·s. At 
the present time, a ginseng buyer, 
referred to as a dealer, must be 
registered with the State. Dealers 
are reqWied to Jr.eep a record of all 
ginseng purcbased, including the 
dale of purchase, name and address 
of the digger, amount purchased 
and Ibe county in wbicb the roolS 
were dug. The dealer mllSt then 
bave the ginsena certified by the 
FCftSUy Divisioa before it is 
sbipped out of the State. This 
iDfCII"'ariotI will .tble West , ?·D"'''~OW 
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March 31 Is Deadline To 
Possess Non Weight 

Receipted or Uncertified 
Ginseng 

Ginseng Coordinator Robert D 
Whipkey said the Division of 
Forestry is reminding both ginseng 
dealers and diggers that between 
April 1 and August 14 of each 
calendar year it is illegal to possess 
uncertified ginseng (green or dry) 
and/or ginseng that does not have a 
certified weight receipt attached. 

Ginseng diggers should take 
their unsold ginseng to an official 
weigh station by March 31. 1995. 
to have it weighed. The Division of 
Forestry maintains weigh stations 
in 15 West Virginia counties. If 
diggers fail to have their ginseng 
weighed by March 31 or obtain a 
weight receipt, they will not be able 
to legally sell their ginseng and 
cou ld risk being caught and frned. 

or m re information con tact 
R bert . Whipkey or Robin Black 
with lb Division of forestry at 

--- - --


